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   MINUTES OF MEETING HELD       

 TUESDAY 18th August 2020 

ONLINE MEETING 

 

Meeting Opened:  7:31am       Meeting Closed: 8:55am 

Attendees: L Drummond, G Iremonger, A Eberhard, R Stomaci, J 

McColough, Kevin Fischer, D McGee, L Budden, B Beattie,  T Piccolo, 

D Veltman, R Milanese 

Guests:  

 

Apologies- B Sambell  Absent:  

Proxies: P Koch  

 

Confirmation of previous Minutes:  

Motion: That the Board of the GBDG accept the minutes from the 21st July 2020 meeting as a true and accurate record. 

Moved:  K Fischer Seconded: G Iremonger               Abstained:  Result: Carried 

 

Business Arising from previous Minutes: K Fischer enquired if there had been any indications on how many businesses were 

expected to apply for rates waivers from Council. C Brougham advised that none had been received by Council at this point but that 

approx. 50 were expected to apply. 

 

Chairperson’s Report: 

Motion: That the Board of the GBDG accept the Chairpersons reports for July as a true and accurate record. 

Moved:  L Drummond Seconded: L Budden  Abstained:  Result: Carried 

 

Treasurers Report: – Reports attached  

Motion: That the Board accept the Treasurers Report as a true and accurate record of the current financial position 

Moved:  R Milanese Seconded: P Koch  Abstained:  Result: Carried 

 

Correspondence: General invoices, SAPOL Notification of Inspections, Draft Gawler Economic Development Strategy, BIE Proposal, 

Taylor Group Proposal, Dr Naomi Rutten Business Checklist (Mental Health) 

 

Other Business:  

BIE Creative Activity  - Proposal  

Motion: That the Board accept meet again to discuss the marketing strategy and concepts moving forward then meet with BIE the 

same day to advise on the concepts to be quoted on for implementation.  

Moved:  R Stomaci Seconded: K Fischer  Abstained:  Result: Carried 

Action: C Brougham to set up meeting date and time 
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Taylor Group – Proposal 

Discussion held on this proposal and it was determined that GBDG would not take up the offer at this point. 

GBDG Workshop facilitators – discussion held, GBDG position is to provide the quality topics with quality presenters but to seek Gawler 

presenters where possible, no responses yet. 

The Advertiser – See media attachments 

Town of Gawler Economic Development Strategy 

C Brougham gave the Board an overview of the strategy being developed by Town of Gawler, RDA Barossa, GBDG and the Gawler 

Business Innovation Hub.  

Board vacancy nomination 

Motion: That the Board accept the nomination of Leanne Stovell to the vacant position of General Board Member.  

Moved:  J McColough Seconded: D Veltman  Abstained:  Result: Carried 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 15th September 2020, 7:30am 

 

 

Signed:       

L Drummond  

Chair 
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Executive Officer- Report 

Meetings Attended and Events  

21 Jul 2020 – Webinar The 5 Levels of Customer Service 4 Aug 2020 - Mentoring Group Tammy’s Table 

22 Jul 2020 – Webinar Pushing Through Difficult Times 11 Aug 2020 - ToG Economic Development Strategy 

27 Jul 2020 – Webinar Email Marketing with Mailchimp 11 Aug 2020 – Webinar  Optimise Your Marketing 

28 Jul 2020 – Mentoring Group Tammy’s Table 12 Aug 2020 – MP David Pisoni 

28 Jul 2020 – ToG Economic Development Strategy 17 Aug 2020 - ToG, GBDG Meeting 

30 Jul 2020 Webinar – Know Your Numbers  

Schedule of Events – Aug and Sept 

24th Aug 2020 9:30am – 11:30am Effective Speaking and Communication with Con Koutsikas Webinar 

25th Aug 2020 9:30am – 11:30am Tammy’s Table Workshop 

31st Aug 2020 10am – 12:30pm Facebook and Instagram Essentials for Business Webinar 

1st Sep 2020 9:30am – 11:30am Tammy’s Table Workshop 

1st Sep 2020 6:30pm – 7:30pm Tuesday Chat and Connect Networking and COVID19 Q & A Webinar 

 

Business Updates 

New Businesses to Gawler Business Changes New Members 

OCD Mechanical and Performance 

 

 OCD Mechanical and Performance 

Gawler Mobile Conveyancers 

 

GBDG Facebook Page 

Date Range Video Views Post Reach Post 

Engagement 

Total Page 

Likes 

Total Page 

Follows 

Feb 2020 1525 5704 2324 2863 3062 

Mar 2020 2415 8252 5342 2877 3082 

Apr 2020 4019 6336 4595 2916 3155 

May 2020 12,637 13,941 7473 2964 3220 

Jun 2020 11830 13162 4419 3014 3415 

Jul 2020 7332 13599 3990 3067 3016 

Twitter 

Date Range Tweet 

Impressions 

Engagements Tweets Retweets Profile 

Visits 

Followers Followers 

Changes 

Mentions 

Jan 2020 216 0 0 0 0  -1 0 

Feb 2020 228 0 2 0 3  0 0 

Mar 2020 275 0 4 0 0  0 0 

Apr 2020 562 0 4 0 3  +2 3 

May 2020 205 0 1 0 11  +1 0 

Jun 2020 220 5 3 1 10  +2 0 

Jul 2020 99 0 0 0 0 51 0 0 
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Linkedin 

Date Range Followers Following Connections Contacts 

May 2020 996 1014 996 3629 

Jun 2020 996 1015 996 3629 

Jul 2020 1002 1022 1002 3636 

 

Instagram 

Date Range Posts Followers Following 

May 2020 20 239 481 

Jun 2020 30 286 426 

Jul 2020 39 319 436 

 

Gawler Community App 
 

Feb Mar Apr May  Jun Jul 

Number of businesses forwarded for onboarding to App 1 2 7 4 2 0 

Number of businesses onboarded 0 0 4 4 2 10 

Number of businesses waiting to be onboarded 1 2 6 6 6 0 

 

BIE Creative Activity 

See proposal 

 

Business Engagement Statistics – July 2020 – 279 
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Profit and Loss July 2020 
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Balance Sheet July 2020 
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Profit and Loss Month of June against Budget 
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Profit and Loss Financial year against Budget 
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Profit and Loss Financial Year against previous Financial year 
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Balance Sheet 
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WHILE most business struggled during the COVID-19 shut down earlier this year, one has very much blossomed. 

The Gawler Flower Gallery enjoyed a boom which owner Debra Veltman said made every day seem like Valentine’s Day. Due to 

the high demand for flowers and other gifts, Mrs Veltman added an extra florist as well as casual staff to her books. 

“We’ve been very fortunate, due to the township itself actually, because they do support local business,” Mrs Veltman said. 

“We’ve found with COVID-19, because people couldn’t visit each other or have parties, all they could do is send flowers, and we 

were lucky enough to have extra staff and help them out. 

“We’ve found we were running out of flowers and we got local growers that we use. We’ve had to change our way of selling, we 

changed to plants, chocolate bouquets and things like that to help people with what they want. 

“It’s been good and we’re trying to find Australian products too that are Australian owned and made.’’ 

Financially, Mrs Veltman was stunned to see the numbers had “easily doubled” compared with the same period in previous 

years. 

“It’s been crazy, every day has been somewhat like Valentine’s Day. 

“We’re not getting a lot through the doors, but the phones and the internet is going crazy. We’re getting a lot more support on 

social media too, which has been fantastic.” 

SA’s COVID-19 restrictions have continued to ease over the past few months, meaning people can go out for dinner and see 

each other again. However, Mrs Veltman said the amount of gifts and flowers being purchased was still high. 

She said there were a couple of pieces of advice she’d give to any business out there. 
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“Think outside the square and support each other, that’s the most important thing,” she said. 
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Region ready to bounce back 

                                                            

 

The rapidly expanding Barossa, Clare and Gawler regions now have a dedicated daily news website with the launch of Barossa, 

Clare & Gawler News 

FOR the first time in its 69-year history, The Advertiser’s Messenger C o m m u n i t y News will have a presence in Gawler, the 

Barossa Valley and the Clare Valley with the launch of a daily online news site. 

The Barossa, Clare & Gawler News will deliver the stories that matter most to residents of the region, which encompasses two 

councils and about 100 local towns. 

It is Messenger’s fourth digital-only masthead, after The Upper Spencer Gulf News and Adelaide Hills News joined The City news 

site last year. And next week the Port Lincoln News will be added to the stable 

All are published by The Advertiser’s community newspaper division, Messenger Community News, and access to read the 

stories is included as part of a digital subscription to The Advertiser. 

The launch recognises the undeniable role the regions play in tourism, food, wine and sport across South Australia. Journalist 

and Gawler and Barossa Valley local Jack Hudson has been named editor of the publication. 

Mr Hudson, pictured, started his journalism career at the Gawler Bunyip in 2012, specialising in weekend football writing. 

In 2016, he moved to Tanunda where he became a sports and community news journalist at the Barossa and Light Herald, while 

also doing some work in Clare with the Northern Argus. He returned to the Bunyip a year later to cover sport and community 

news. He joined The Advertiser in 2019 as digital sports reporter. 

“As someone who has grown up in Gawler and the Barossa Valley, I’m excited to be returning home to deliver the latest on the 

issues that matter to all of us in the community,” Mr Hudson said. “From celebrating our local heroes and our sports stars, to 

pursuing the latest across our many councils and helping tell the stories that need to be told, I’m here to help be your voice. 

“If you have a story you’d like to share, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.” 

barossaclaregawlernews.com.au 
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Businesses unite to drive COVID-19 recovery plan 

JACK HUDSON 

 

MP Tony Piccolo is part of a new COVID-recovery committee. A COMMUNITY recovery committee including businesses and personalities 

across the Light electorate is working to help the region prosper during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Businesses, schools, pubs and representatives from Gawler Council have united over Zoom to discuss different ideas to help 

improve the economic situation. The idea, which stemmed from Light MP Tony Piccolo’s office, aims to assist the recovery 

process, including boosting tourism and employment. 

Mr Piccolo said the committee would capitalise on the region’s many strengths. “The goal is to develop a community plan that 

will provide guidance to different sectors in the community on what can be done to recover from the pandemic and find new 

ways to do business,” he said. 

“The plan will also identify the resources required to support the community to recover. 

“The priority is to fully explore the opportunities the pandemic has created and to take advantage of our economic and social 

strengths. 

“We need to discuss and provide ideas on how local businesses and organisations can operate post COVID-19 to thrive.” The 

committee is set to meet for the third time later this month. 

During a recent meeting, Deloitte Australia’s Andrew Culley said the company had prepared a report for governments that could 

help a guide local recovery plan. 

“Which sectors are doing well? Food production, transport and tourism, which will benefit from a forced local spend within 

Australia,” he said. 

Mr Culley also highlighted defence and creative industries as areas for potential growth post-COVID. 

“We must also tailor a message targeted at young people that is positive and highlights the opportunities for those entering the 

workforce,” he said. 

“The economic recovery to COVID must be locally led. 

“While South Australia appears to have significantly reduced the spread of COVID-19, this is not the case in many other parts of 

Australia and the world.” 

Mr Culley said the committee needed to keep that in mind while preparing its recovery plan. Mr Piccolo said committee 

members were already working together well. “Seeing different parts of the community work together gives me great hope that 

we can recover from this pandemic,” he said.  
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